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Synopsis

In this collection of short works that defy easyA A categorization, Margaret Atwood displays,

inA A condensed and crystallized form, the trademark wit andA A viruosity of her best-selling
novels, brilliantA A stories, and insightful poetry. Among the jewelsA A gathered here are Gertrude
offering Hamlet a pieceA A of her mind, the real truth about the Little RedA A Hen, a reincarnated
bat explaining how Bram StokerA A got Dracula all wrong, and theA A five methods of making a
man (such as theA A "Traditional Method": "Take some dust offA A the ground. Form. Breathe into
the nostrils theA A breath of life. Simple, but effective!")A A There are parables, monologues, prose
poems, condensedA A science fiction, reconfigured fairy tales, andA A other miniature
masterpieces--punctuated withA A charming illustrations by the author. A must for herA A fans, and
a wonderful gift for all who savor the artA A of exquisite prose, Good Bones And SimpleA A Murders
marks the first time theseA A writings have been available in a trade edition in theA A United

States.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

There is quite a mixture of “"genres” and moods in the book. Some of them, | do not know how to



name these writings, are pure satires and witty criticisms of the crook in every human being and in
humanity in general, and others are like a breeze getting free from one’s stream of consciousness. |
felt this latter type really close to me and discovered why: because they are poems without the
traditional poetic form. They can transmit a mood into the reader. Yes, they have no story or obvious
message to the mind but rather to the whole human being; not food for the analysing mind but a
kind of programs that get all your internal resources arranged into a special pattern which is more
visual, that is, you rather wonder at it than think about it because you feel it moving and coming to

life in you, than verbal.

Everything this extraordinarily talented woman writes should be on everyone’s Must Read lists. She

is ironic and a reader of the future.

Love this author, love these short stories.

Fast delivery. Highly Recommended.

A truly delightful book, so humurous yet revealing deep contemplation of the challenge of being

human and female.

| snagged a used copy of GOOD BONES AND SIMPLE MURDERS on, whilst shopping around for
some of Atwood’s older novels. A slim collection of short stories and poetry, GOOD BONES is an
eclectic mix, with illustrations by the author peppered throughout. The stories cover a little bit of
everything: fantasy, mystery, science fiction, speculative fiction, feminism, rape culture, gender
wars, dating, death - you name it.Many of the pieces are hit and miss; my favorites are the scifi
stories that hinge on an environmental or animal-friendly theme:- "Cold-Blooded" - An alien race of
matriarchal moth people visit planet earth - or as they call it, "The Planet of the Moths," a nickname
owing to the fact that their moth cousins outnumber us by billions - and find humans sorely lacking
in both culture and intelligence;- "My Life As a Bat" - A series of reflections on the narrator’s past life
as a bat, including a disturbing (and, as it just so happens, true) anecdote about WWiIl-era
experiments in which bats were made into unwitting suicide bombers;- "Hardball" - A piece of
dystopian speculative fiction in which humans, having decimated their environment, have retreated
to live under a giant dome. Since space is limited, the population must be kept in check: for every

birth, one person is chosen to die via a lottery. Care to guess what becomes of the remains?Also



enjoyable are those stories which reimagine classic literature: "Gertrude Talks Back" gives voice to
Hamlet’s long-suffering mother, and "Unpopular Gals" and "Let Us Now Praise Stupid Women"
celebrates those villains and "airheads" without which fairy tales would not exist.While at times
difficult to read, "Liking Men" is another standout; this is the piece that deals with sexual assault, vis
A vis a woman'’s journey back to coping with - and even loving - men (or rather, one man in
particular) again after her rape.A must for fans of Margaret Atwood!(Is there a nickname for us, like
HDM’s Sraffies? Atwolytes, maybe? Mad Adams and Angry Eves?)PS - Dear Margaret: Fishes are

indeed animals. Can we please stop pretending otherwise? xoxo - A vegan feminist fan.

Every one loves a fairy tale, they shine at us like apples, ripe and flavorfull. Atwood’s short poetic
prose collected here is like eating a bag of apples. Atwood has selected these apples, she has
chosen worms and bruses along with tart crunches. Turning fairy tales on there heads "The
melon-burst, the tomato-coloured splatter- now that’s a story!". These shorts are not as careful as

her poetry, prose allows her this freedom but there are morsels here to chew on, to digest

Good Bones and Simple Murders / 0-385-47110-6This compilation of Atwood’s shortest stories and
musings include the following:- Murder in the Darl- Bad News- Unpopular Girls- The Little Red Hen
Tells All- Gertrude Talks Back- There Was Once- Women'’s Novels- The Boys’ Own Annual- Stump
Hunting- Making a Man- Men at Sea- Simmering- Happy Endings- Let Us Now Praise Stupid
Women- The Victory Burlesk- She- The Female Body- Cold-Blooded- Liking Men- In Love with
Raymond Chandler- Simple Murders- Iconography- Alien Territory- My Life as a Bat- Hardball-
Bread- Poppies: Three Variations- Homelanding- The Page- An Angel- Third Handed- Death
Scenes- We Want It All- Dance of the Lepers- Good BonesThese stories are all fairly short, no more
than a few pages each, and many are less stories than simply musings on the part of the author.
Each one is a little snippet of thought, with a larger story behind it that exists only in the author’s
mind. For instance, "Gertrude Talks Back", a quick short speech where Hamlet's mother responds
to his famous berating speech and confesses proudly that it was she who killed Claudius. Behind
the speech lies an unwritten story with a stronger Gertrude, one who takes command of her own
destiny rather than simply playing the passive roles of widow, wife, and mother.The only real
drawback to this compilation is that the stories are almost too short, too unpolished. The idea behind
each is compelling, but it is disappointing that the idea wasn’t able to blossom into a full story, or
even a whole novel. Of course, lots of ideas peter out with nothing ever coming of them, and there’s

no shame in publishing these failed musings to inspire others, but it is a bit sad that this is as far as



these stories ever got.~ Ana Mardoll
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